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VAN DYCK THE EUROPEAN
The Journey of a Genius from Antwerp to Genoa and London

The most important monographic exhibition on the Flemish master in the past twenty-five years. Works on loan from the Louvre, the Prado, the Uffizi, the National Gallery in London and the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna.

Advance ticket sales from Saturday 20 December


From 20 March to 19 July 2026, Palazzo Ducale in Genoa presents, in the spaces of the Doge’s Apartment, Van Dyck the European. The Journey of a Genius from Antwerp to Genoa and London. This is the most significant exhibition of the new century—following the great international shows of the 1990s—dedicated to the extraordinary work of one of the most iconic figures in the history of art and one of the artists most beloved by the public.
A true genius, Van Dyck was able to transcend centuries and resonate with different tastes, social contexts and historical periods, both in content and in pictorial technique. He successfully brought together solutions and sensibilities drawn from diverse cultural environments, transforming them into innovative artistic formulas.

The exceptional nature of the exhibition—conceived as an international retrospective—lies in the truly extraordinary number of works by Van Dyck on display: 58 paintings arranged in ten thematic sections, on loan from the most prestigious European museums. These include the Louvre in Paris, the Prado and the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum in Madrid, the National Gallery in London, as well as major Italian institutions such as the Uffizi Gallery, Florence, the Pinacoteca di Brera in Milan and Musei Reali in Turin. Important loans also come from renowned international foundations and collections, including the Belgian Phoebus Foundation and the Portuguese Gaudium Magnum collection.

Van Dyck was a European painter in the literal sense of the term. The exhibition presents works from his crucial Italian period (1621–1627), during which Genoa played a central role, alongside paintings from other stages of his career in the Flanders, his homeland, and in London, where he was summoned to work for King Charles I of England. His artistic trajectory runs parallel to the economic and political history of Europe itself.

The exhibition thus unfolds as a journey through Van Dyck’s “three homelands” and three distinct artistic seasons. Rather than following a strictly chronological path, the show adopts a thematic approach that highlights how his art evolved, adapted and reached maturity—while consistently gaining international admiration and success.
Large-scale canvases immerse visitors in richly theatrical scenes filled with colour, figures and evocative atmospheres. While Van Dyck the portraitist—an activity that made him famous—will be well represented with works from every phase of his career, visitors will also discover, perhaps for the first time, Van Dyck’s sacred paintings: a powerful blend of theatre and pathos, religion and emotion, made compelling by the sheer beauty of his painting and his unfailing ability to captivate his audience.


The section devoted to sacred works includes celebrated masterpieces such as the monumental Mystic Marriage of Saint Catherine from the Prado in Madrid and the intense Saint Sebastian from the Scottish National Gallery in Edinburgh, alongside remarkable and previously unseen works, including an Ecce Homo from a European private collection. Exceptionally removed from the altar of the small church of San Michele di Pagana (Rapallo) in order to be admired by an international audience, Palazzo Ducale will also display the only altarpiece Van Dyck ever created for a public setting in Liguria: a monumental and deeply moving Crucifixion.

Among the highlights of the exhibition is the earliest known self-portrait by the artist, painted when Van Dyck was approximately fifteen years old. On loan from the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna, the work opens the exhibition and immediately reveals the artist’s extraordinary talent.
Other exceptional loans include the Portrait of Charles V on Horseback from the Uffizi Gallery in Florence; The Three Giustiniani Longo Children from the National Gallery in London; Samson and Delilah from the Dulwich Picture Gallery in London; and the Portrait of the Palatine Princes from the Louvre. Also of great impact are a strikingly modern study for the figure of Saint Jerome, painted life-size and belonging to the Phoebus Foundation, and The Four Ages of Man from the Civic Museum of Palazzo Chiericati in Vicenza.

The civic collections of Genoa will play a key role in welcoming visitors from outside the city as well as local audiences, through a special programme enhancing works by Van Dyck and his Northern contemporaries housed in the magnificent spaces of the Musei di Strada Nuova (Palazzo Rosso and Palazzo Bianco). The sense of wonder inspired by the Palazzo Ducale exhibition can thus continue through curated itineraries across Genoa, the city where Van Dyck lived for a long period and where tangible traces of his presence remain.
The exhibition catalogue is published by Allemandi.

Curated by Anna Orlando and Katlijne Van der Stighelen, the exhibition is supported by an international honorary scientific committee composed of leading Italian and international scholars.





VAN DYCK THE EUROPEAN. THE JOURNEY OF A GENIUS FROM ANTWERP TO GENOA AND LONDON
Genoa, Palazzo Ducale – Doge’s Apartment and Chapel
20 March – 19 July 2026
Exhibition produced by Palazzo Ducale Fondazione per la Cultura, with the support of Regione Liguria and the Municipality of Genoa.

Tickets
€15 full price
€13 reduced
€14 over 65
€9 under 25

Opening Hours
Monday: 2 pm – 7 pm
Tuesday–Sunday: 10 am – 7 pm
Friday: open until 8 pm

Main Sponsor: Banca Passadore

Exhibition Design: Giovanni Tortelli and Roberto Frassoni Associati
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